
Biography: Dr Peter J Ashton 
 
1. Employer 
 
CSIR – Natural Resources and the Environment 
www.csir.co.za
 
Function in Organisation: Principal Researcher and 
Divisional Fellow (Water Ecosystems Research Group). 
 
2. Contact details 
 
CSIR Natural Resources and Environment 
PO Box 395 
Pretoria 
0001 
South Africa 
 
Tel: +27 12 841 3293 
Fax: +27 12 841 3594 
Email: pashton@csir.co.za
 
3. Experience 
 
Peter Ashton has worked in CSIR’s contract R&D environment for the past thirty-two years.  
His scientific experience covers the fields of limnology, water quality, aquatic ecology, 
environmental monitoring and reporting, aquatic biodiversity assessment, transboundary river 
systems and integrated water resource management. 
 
4. Principal research interests 
 
 The incorporation of water quality and aquatic biodiversity information into decision-

making processes in the management of transboundary water resources. 
 Conservation and management of freshwater ecosystems 
 The development of good governance approaches for effective decision-making in water 

resource management. 
 The vulnerability, resilience and adaptability of complex social-ecological systems 
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